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INTRODUCTION


Chandler High School takes pride in being able to offer orchestra classes on this campus.  Although I consider participation in instrumental music programs a right of all students, I do expect the best standards of each student enrolled in the orchestra classes:

1. Responsibility

2. Dependability

3. Musical excellence

4. Dedication

5. Respect

It is my goal to produce an outstanding orchestra.  It is also my belief that students learn more and develop self-discipline, responsibility, and knowledge, and take more pride in superior orchestras than in poor ones.  Excellence takes a commitment.  We should not allow ourselves to strive for anything less. 


The following pages will outline the basic requirements for CHS orchestras.  Please return the colored pages of this handbook to the orchestra director with all requested information completed and signed.  This will indicate your notification and acceptance of the policies of the CHS orchestra program.  Please retain the remainder of the handbook at home so you may refer to it when necessary or go to: 

http://chandlerhighschool.schoolwires.com/160910617175712143/site/default.asp.

PURPOSE



The high school orchestra program offers unique experiences and opportunities that will remain with the students for the rest of their lives.  When a student decides to participate in orchestra, he/she is making a commitment to the organization.  This makes orchestra a unique class in that the success of the group depends upon individual participation, cooperation, and dedication to the group as a whole.  Orchestra is a legitimate class that meets regularly during the school day the nature of this class requires the development of skills, concepts, and attitudes to be learned in class.  These must, however, often be demonstrated outside of class via many and varied forms of rehearsals and performances.

CONDUCT


Being that the conduct of an orchestra student reflects not only on him/her self, but also on other orchestra students as well as the school and community. Each student is required to follow these rules:

1. Common courtesy

2. Mature conduct

3. Rules as outlined by the orchestra director

4. School rules and policies as outlined in the 

Chandler High school handbook

CHANDLER HIGH SCHOOL MUSIC/FINE ARTS FACILITY and ORCHESTRA CLASS  GENERAL POLICIES

1. Students must ask permission of a Director before entering the band or orchestra office, getting in desk drawers, cabinets, etc. or borrowing equipment and/or materials.

2. The phone in the band office is to be used only with a Director’s permission.  The phone is to be used for music-related calls only and is reserved for special circumstances.

3. The orchestra room should always be left in a neat and organized manner.

a. All instruments (except basses) are to be kept in the Instrument Storage Room.

b. Music and Warm-up folders are to be left neatly and organized in the Music Cabinet.  Basses have their own Music Cabinet near their storage rack.

4. Vandalism with regard to instruments, equipment, and school property will not be tolerated.  This includes horseplay.

a. Offenders will be held FINACIALLY RESPONSIBLE.

5. Students need Director’s permission to play on piano and/or write on the white board.  

6. Gum chewing, eating candy / food, or drinking beverages are not permitted in the orchestra room or anywhere in the music building. Only exception is water.

7. Courtyard may be used as a place to eat lunch.  Please stay off the gravel, and keep the area clean.  

8. Cell phones, IPODs and any electronic devices must be turned off and out of sight during class, announcements, conference period, rehearsals, sectionals and concerts. 

a. Cell phones, IPODs and electronic devices used during class, announcements, conference period, rehearsals, sectionals or concerts without the consent of the teacher will be confiscated and parents will need to collect them from Ms.  Templeton.  Students who refuse to give up their cell phone or electronic devise will be given a discipline referral and will be escorted to the discipline office by a security guard.

9. Have all equipment at all rehearsals and performances (instrument, music, rosin, mutes, pencils, rock stops, tuners)

10. Be courteous to the person on the podium whether a student, director or visitor.

11. Be in your seat, with instrument and music (including warm-up folder) three minutes after the tardy bell rings (this gives you 10 minutes from the time the dismissal bell rings to leave your previous class to the time you must be in your seat with instrument and music.  Students not in their seat with their instrument and music at five minutes after the tardy bell will be marked as tardy.  
12. All talking and playing MUST STOP IMMEDIATELY when any authorized person steps onto the podium or in front of the group.

13. Do not talk or play when the director stops conducting to give instructions or explanations.  

14. Students may pack up their instruments three minutes before the bell at the end of the class period rings. 

PRACTICE ROOM REGULATIONS


Practice rooms are located in the band room and choir room for individual or group practice:

· Always shut the door when practicing.

· Shut the door and turn off the light when you are finished using the room.

· No horseplay.  These rooms are for practice purposes only.  If you use the rooms for any other purpose, you will lose your practice room privileges.

· Do not bang the doors, slam the doors, or touch any of the acoustical panelings on the walls.  This type of behavior will ruin the practice rooms and damage our facility.

· Enter and exit the band and choir room as quietly as possible when going to use a practice room.  Do not disrupt the class that is being taught.

TRANSPORTATION REGULATIONS

There will be occasions when we will have to take transportation to an event.  Failure to follow these rules will result in the student losing points and possibly losing the privilege to go on trips.

· District policy rule is that there will be no food or drink on the bus at any time.

· When the bus is moving through a city, keep the noise level very low so the driver will not be distracted.

· Remain seated while the bus is in motion.  State law says: “The driver may not move the bus until everyone is seated.”

· Since orchestra trips are school functions, all school rules and special rules brought up by the director are to be followed, and will be enforced at all times.

· No one may drive to performances.  Everyone must ride the bus.

· Students may return home with their parents after performances only if they have been previously cleared in writing with the director.

· For away festivals or performances, everyone must be in complete uniform before getting on the bus.  After getting on the bus, if instructed to do so, students may remove specific portions of their uniform for the bus ride.

· It will be the student’s responsibility to secure their instrument and equipment on and off the bus.

· Pick up any trash you have dropped before leaving the bus and place in the trashcan at the front of the bus.

CARE OF MUSIC

Students are responsible for all original music in the folder and the warm-up folder assigned to his/her stand.  This music will remain in the orchestra room at all times.  A practice copy of each song will be given to students to take home and keep.  Any orchestra member who loses or damages the original music or warm-up folders will be charged for the replacement of the item.  Price will depend on the replacement cost.  The following will be considered damage:

· Torn pages

· Extraneous markings

· Writing in ink or magic marker

· Music or folders that have been folded

· Stains or dirt on the music or folder

· Any other markings or damages which might hamper future use

ATTENDANCE

By virtue of being a member of the Chandler High School Orchestra, you have placed upon yourself an obligation not only to yourself, but to the entire organization.  Because it is our desire to achieve the finest possible results, attendance at all rehearsals and performances by every orchestra member is mandatory.  It would be unrealistic, however, to assume that absences due to illness, death in the family, and other valid reasons do not occur.  With this thought in mind, the following policy has been instituted to explain and define the absence policy of the CHS Orchestra, and will help to ensure that membership in this group continues to be a worthwhile and educationally rewarding experience for all.  Furthermore, it is assumed that any student who becomes a member of the CHS Orchestra recognizes his/her responsibility to fellow students of the organization and wishes to contribute his/her best effort at all times.

ABSENCE POLICY

Sectionals, rehearsals and all concerts are considered part of the class requirement for CHS orchestra.  Good communication between teacher, student, and/or parents can prevent misunderstandings.  Thus, please read the following rules and contact the orchestra director if you have any questions:

1. An “Official Absence” notice from parents or guardians is required for all absences and must be turned in TWO WEEKS IN ADVANCE.  “Official Absence” notices will be available from Mrs. Kennedy.  Some examples are:

a. Religious Holidays, conflicting school activities, vacations scheduled with parents, illness.

2. Excused Emergency Absences from performances.  Please follow this up with an “Official Emergency Absence” notice signed by your parent or guardian as soon as possible after the fact.  “Official Emergency Absence” notices will be available from Mrs. Kennedy.  This is the ONLY category where absences will be excused the same day, or after the event.   Some examples are:

a. Personal illness, Death in the family, Car accident on the way to the concert, or if it is an emergency situation, e.g. something that happens 30 minutes before the rehearsal, sectional or concert is to begin; it may be impossible to get in touch with anyone.  

Please communicate directly with the conductor if there are individual, or unusual circumstances, which may be a problem.  Unexcused absences affect the morale and progress of the entire orchestra (including the director).  Although it would be impossible to include a complete list, the following items are examples of unexcused absences:

· Commitments accepted after a rehearsal, sectional or concert date is announced.

· Homework (Please plan your time in advance).

· Transportation problems (Last minute mechanical problems are excused.  This refers to the student who repeatedly fails to arrange transportation in advance).

· Babysitting

· Watching TV

· Shopping

· Falling Asleep

· Forgetting instrument and/or music

· Failure to request the time off from a job.

ATTENDANCE POLICY FOR “EXTRA” PERFORMANCES

During the year a number of performances are requested of the String Quartet and/or other ensembles.  The policy on these performances will be as follows:
· Students are encouraged to participate in as many performances as possible. 

·  The director will check with the students about their availability for the performance.

· The students should then check their calendars at home and inform the director of any conflicts.  

· Once the date is confirmed and the students commits to a performance, it is then required and the same attendance policy will be observed as previously described.

· Students who participate in extra performances receive extra points for awards.

STUDENT TARDIES 

STUDENTS WHO ARE TARDY WILL BE SWEPT AND TAKEN TO THE CAFETERIA FOR A ONE PERIOD DETENTION AND COUNTED ABSENT.  ONCE IN THE ROOM, STUDENTS MUST BE IN THEIR ASSIGNED SEAT WITH THEIR INSTRUMENT OUT OF THE CASE, AND MUSIC FOLDER PLUS WARM-UP FOLDER ON THEIR STAND 5 MINUTES AFTER THE TARDY BELL RINGS!!  Anyone not in his or her seat at that time will be counted tardy. (Students have 7 minutes from the time the dismissal bell rings from their previous class to the time they need to be in the orchestra room).

STUDENT INSTRUMENT USAGE

Chandler High School has some instruments, which are loaned to students upon director approval.  These instruments consist primarily of cellos and basses, which are normally purchased by only the highly motivated, serious music student.  Students issued a school-owned instrument will sign a contract including a rental agreement with the school.   These school instruments are loaned for a $50.00 usage fee.  This fee is used to help defer general maintenance costs of the instrument.  Frequently, the student will still have to provide accessories such as strings, rosin, shoulder rests or rock stops, etc.  To check out a school instrument, the parents and student must talk to the orchestra director for details.  

The student is responsible for the care, protection and up-keep of the loaned instruments.  The student and parent/guardian are responsible for any damage and repairs to the instrument while it is checked out in their name. 

EQUIPMENT

Students are encouraged to purchase and/or rent their own instrument from a reputable music store.  The director will inspect all instruments at the beginning of the school year for damage and upgrades.  

The following will be expected of all orchestra members:

· All instruments are to be in good playing condition.  Proper maintenance is REQUIRED.

· Students are expected to have rosin, shoulder pads, cloths, pencils, good strings, dampits, etc.  Cellos and basses should have rock stops at all times.

· All instruments kept in the school storage room during the day should have the student’s name clearly printed on the outside of the case.

· All instruments should have insurance on them in the case of damage or theft.

UNIFORMS

The student will responsible for providing his or her own uniform.

· Uniforms will be worn for formal orchestra concerts.

· An orchestra T-shirt and jeans will be worn for casual concerts.

· Students who do not follow the uniform code will be sent home to change or may not be allowed to participate in the concert.

Symphonic and Chamber Orchestra Uniforms

· Men

· Black Tuxedo

· Bow tie and cummerbund 

· White long sleeved tuxedo shirt

· Black dress shoes (no tennis shoes)

· Black dress socks

·  Women

· Black dress or Jumper

· Black hose 

· Black dress shoes (no tennis shoes, flip flops or sandals)

ORCHESTRA COUNCIL

The orchestra director shall carry out the election procedures.  Elections shall be conducted at the beginning of the school year.  Interested students must complete a petition for office to be placed on the ballot.  The candidates receiving a majority of the votes will be elected for the following school year.  Orchestra Council members must remain eligible through AIA and district guidelines throughout their term of office.  Failure to remain eligible will result in forfeiture of office.  In the event of a vacancy on the Orchestra Council, the orchestra director to fill the position will call a special election.

· Orchestra Council officers will be Symphonic or Chamber Orchestra members.

· Orchestra Council will be comprised of a President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Historian, and any other positions deemed necessary by the director.

· The duties of the officers will vary from year to year depending on the needs of the orchestra.

· Orchestra Council will meet one day per month during the school year or as needed.

TOURS

The trip/tour must be a worthwhile endeavor, both musically and educationally.  The director must feel that the performing groups will represent Chandler in the best possible manner, both as musicians and as musical ambassadors.  A proposed itinerary and expense estimate will be prepared and presented to the principal.

With the principal’s approval, the department will then continue preparation for the tour both musically and financially.  If, at any time, the above criteria are not met, the proposed trip will be canceled or postponed.

Ample opportunities for raising the needed funds for the tour are provided each year.  Students must earn their own way, financially, for the trip.

FUND RAISING

Fund raising is the responsibility of all members of the Chandler High School orchestras.  The orchestra participates in various activities that require funds not supplied by the school district.  Orchestra festivals, concerts with guest artists, and other activities are available to give students more complete music experiences.  These special activities cost money.  Your hard work in this area is vital to the continued success of our program.  Various fund raising activities are organized for the students and parents to raise these need funds.

One of the easiest ways to support the orchestra is to donate up to $400.00 through the Arizona Tax Credit program.  Remember parents, grandparents, relatives, friends and neighbors can help out the orchestra through this program and get a tax break on both federal and state income taxes.  More information will be forthcoming.

CHANDLER HIGH SCHOOL ORCHESTRA GRADING POLICY

· GRADE BREAKDOWN

· Daily and extra rehearsals and sectionals    


· Performances






· Playing and written exams




· Practice records

· Homework






NOTE:  The performance, when planned, organized, and evaluated, as a culminating activity in a learning experience becomes a legitimate part of the music curriculum.  The performance for the orchestra is akin to the final exam in a class such as English, and will be treated as such.  Failure to participate in a performance without being excused will severely affect the student’s final grade for that marking period.  Just as failure to take a final exam in the English class would affect the grade for that course.  REMEMBER, ALL PERFORMANCES ARE A REQUIRED ELEMENT OF THE CLASS.

· LETTER GRADE DISTRIBUTION

· A = 90 – 100%

· B = 80 – 89%

· C = 70 – 79%

· D = 60 – 69%

· F = Below 60%
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